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cable, the purchase of Alaska, and the beginning of the tremen- 
dous development of the Middle and Far West. Here Mr. 
Oberholtzer is at his best ; and here is his greatest contribution 
to contemporary American history. His subsequent volumes 
will be received with the keenest interest. F. S. H. 



Records of the Life of Jesus. By Henry Burton Sharman, Ph.D. New 
York: George H. Doran Company. 1917. 

This work might well be called the Critical Paragraph Har- 
mony. The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke are 
here arranged in chapters and sections that follow the Chro- 
nology of Mark. The sections peculiar to Luke are so arranged 
that they follow one another consecutively. The Matthew-Luke 
parallels take the Lucan order, but the contents of paragraphs 
are repeated as often as necessary in such wise that one sees at 
a glance that italicized paragraphs are out of the chronological 
order observed by one or the other evangelist. The Gospel of 
John is put by itself, but there is a very full collection of refer- 
ences to the Synoptic Gospels ; this, along with an index of 
Johannine passages according to the order of Matthew-Mark- 
Luke, enables the student to make a close study of the relation 
of the Fourth Gospel to the other three. 

If one uses this admirable Harmony in company with the 
word-for-word comparisons of Thompson or Burton and Good- 
speed, he will find his efforts to study the Gospels very greatly 
facilitated. T. P. B. 

The Early Life of Robert Southey. 1774-1803. By William Haller. 
New York: Columbia University Press. $1.50 net. 

"My purpose," writes the author in his Preface, "is merely 
to supply students with a faithful account of the most interesting 
and least known period of the life and work of an important 
English writer of a momentous time in history." The book 
covers only the first twenty-nine years of Southey's career, his 
boyhood and youth at school and university, and other volumes 
to round out the life are promised as soon as the material can be 
collected. The preliminary study is conscientiously done, almost 



